
 

 

#TheMagicOfGlass: the ninth edition of The Venice Glass 

Week celebrates the enchantment of artistic glass. 
  
The festival returns from 13th to 21st September around Venice, Murano and Mestre with a 
vibrant new edition dedicated to the magic of glass. 
 
This year’s programme includes a tribute to Casanova at the Museo del Vetro, a historical 
retrospective at LE STANZE DEL VETRO, and a rich calendar of workshops, conferences, 
lectures and other events—including a special focus on glass beads—that celebrate tradition, 
innovation and cultural heritage. 
 
The Premio Fondazione di Venezia per The Venice Glass Week returns to honour the festival’s 
most outstanding project, and a new Residency Award for young talent will be offered by the 
Corning Museum of Glass in New York. 
 
VENICE, 21st July 2025 – Titled #TheMagicOfGlass, the ninth edition of The Venice Glass Week 
- the international festival founded in 2017 to celebrate, support and promote the art of glass - will 

take place from 13th to 21st September 2025 across Venice, Murano and Mestre. This year, the 

festival invites audiences to immerse themselves in the magical world of artistic glassmaking: a 

craft as ancient as it is awe-inspiring, and one that continues to captivate and enchant. The 2025 

edition will celebrate this enduring sense of wonder through a journey that bridges tradition and 

innovation, where artisanal mastery meets contemporary creativity. 
 

This year’s edition received a record number of applications, with hundreds of submissions from 

candidates in 54 countries around the world – Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, 

Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, 

Jordan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 

Poland, Qatar, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, Ukraine, United States of America, Venezuela. 

This unprecedented response confirms the growing global interest in artistic glass as a powerful 

and universal language of creativity. 
 
The proposals were carefully reviewed and selected by the festival’s Curatorial Committee, chaired 

by Venetian glass historian Rosa Barovier Mentasti and composed of an international team of 

experts: Nina Alessandri, Board Member of the Chiara and Francesco Carraro Foundation; Cristina 

Beltrami, art historian and curator; Jean Blanchaert, gallerist and curator; Rainald Franz, Curator 

of the Glass and Ceramics Collection at the MAK – Austrian Museum of Applied Arts / 

Contemporary Art in Vienna and Curator of the Josef Hoffmann Museum in Brtnice, Czech 

Republic; Mikkel Hammer Elming, Director of Glas – Museet for glaskunst in Ebeltoft, Denmark; 

Susanne Jøker Johnsen, Head of Exhibitions at the Royal Danish Academy – Architecture, Design, 



 

 

Conservation in Copenhagen and Project Director of the European Glass and Ceramic Context in 

Bornholm, Denmark; Cristina Tonini, glass historian, curator of the Istituto Veneto Study Days on 

Venetian Glass and board member of the Association Internationale Histoire du Verre – Italy; Alma 

Zevi, art historian, writer, curator and museum consultant. 

As in previous years, the programme of The Venice Glass Week will feature a wide range of events 

around Venice, Murano and Mestre, the majority of which will be accessible free of charge and open 

to audiences of all ages. The complete list of participants taking part in the ninth edition of The 
Venice Glass Week will be announced at a Press Conference on 10th September at Palazzo 

Franchetti, headquarters of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti. 

 

Promoted and organised by the Comune di Venezia, Fondazione Musei Civici di Venezia, LE 

STANZE DEL VETRO – Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung, Istituto Veneto di Scienze, 

Lettere ed Arti and Consorzio Promovetro Murano, The Venice Glass Week has once again been 

officially designated in 2025 as one of the “Major Events” of the Regione del Veneto. The Committee 

extends its sincere thanks to all the public and private partners who, with continued enthusiasm, are 

supporting a cultural initiative that has firmly established itself as a leading event on the international 

art and design calendar. 

 

THE VENICE GLASS WEEK HUBs 

Once again this year, two HUBs will serve as central venues of the festival: collective exhibitions that 

showcase a selection of works created by artists and designers chosen through an Open Call. The 
Venice Glass Week HUB, hosted at Palazzo Loredan, headquarters of the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, 

Lettere ed Arti in Campo Santo Stefano, will feature works by 50 established and mid-career artists 

from Australia, Austria, Czech Republic, Chile, Denmark, England, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Germany, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, South Korea, Scotland, 

Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, and the United States of America. 

 

The Venice Glass Week HUB Under35 will spotlight the work of 30 young international talents from 

across the globe, including artists and designers aged 18-35 from Argentina, Australia, Austria, China, 

Czech Republic, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 

Norway, Poland, South Korea, Romania, Spain, Sweden, United States of America, and Wales. 

Curated by Stefano Coletto in collaboration with Marta Gradenigo, this collective exhibition will be 

hosted for the first time by Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa at the Galleria di Piazza San Marco. This 

exciting new development underscores the festival’s growing commitment to supporting the next 

generation of glass creatives and its mission to offer them an international platform of visibility and 

recognition. 

 

The Venice Glass Week HUB Under35 will be realised within the framework of the 2025 Programme 

for Economic Promotion and Internationalization of the Regione del Veneto, in collaboration with 

the Venice Rovigo Chamber of Commerce, the Veneto Chamber System, and Venicepromex. 



 

 

PRIZES 

This year will see the return of the Premio Fondazione di Venezia per The Venice Glass Week, the 

festival’s official prize, which is now in its fifth edition. All festival participants will be considered 

for the Premio Fondazione di Venezia per The Venice Glass Week: the winner will receive a cash 

prize of €1,000.00, and the Jury – composed of curator Jean Blanchaert, Istituto Veneto Chancellor 

Giovanna Palandri, and Fondazione di Venezia General Council Member Paola Marini – may decide 

to award special mentions to two additional outstanding projects. 

In addition, the Corning Museum of Glass in New York, one of the world’s most important museums, 

will offer a Residency Prize to a young artist exhibiting in The Venice Glass Week HUB Under35.  

The winner will be granted the opportunity to participate in one of fifty summer classes staged at the 

Museum in 2026. 

INITIATIVES AND EVENTS STAGED BY THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

The festival’s Organising Committee is staging multiple initiatives and events as part of this year’s 

festival. From 13th September, the Museo del Vetro di Murano will host Vero Casanova, an exhibition 

presented by Consorzio Promovetro Murano in collaboration with the Fondazione Musei Civici di 

Venezia and curated by Matteo Silverio. Dedicated to one of the most intriguing and multifaceted 

figures of 18th-century Venice, the exhibition offers an immersive experience centred around eleven 

glass works and installations created by Murano master glassmakers. Each creation explores a 

different facet of Casanova’s personality – his contradictions, passions, and intellect – in dialogue 

with the spirit of his time. Rather than following a chronological or conventional narrative, Vero 
Casanova reimagines the adventurer as a symbol of the Enlightenment: a figure who continues to 

speak to themes of desire, ingenuity and freedom, while reflecting the energy, sophistication and 

constant evolution of Venice itself. 

Until 24th November, the Spazio Ex Conterie of the Museo del Vetro di Murano (Murano Glass 

Museum) will also host the exhibition Storie di fabbriche. Storie di famiglie. FRATELLI TOSO 
(Stories of Factories. Stories of Families. FRATELLI TOSO) dedicated to one of the most renowned 

glassworks in 19th and 20th-century Murano. This retrospective highights the company’s most 

significant artistic achievements, illustrated by the work of its art directors and designers, with a 

particular emphasis on one of its signature techniques: murrine. 

In the Sala delle Perle Veneziane of the museum, visitors will also be able to view the exhibition of 

works from the fourth edition of the international competition Your Bead for Venice, on display 

from 13th September to 6th January and organised by the Comitato per la Salvaguardia dell’Arte 

delle Perle di vetro veneziane (Committee for the Safeguarding of the Art of Venetian Glass Beads.) 

 

This year’s edition of the festival will also feature a number of other initiatives dedicated to glass 

bead-making, recognised by UNESCO as Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and promoted by 

the Fondazione Musei Civici di Venezia. On 19th and 20th September, the Museo di Storia Naturale 

(Natural History Museum) will host the conference Perle 5.0. Le perle veneziane nell'Ottocento 



 

 

(Perle 5.0. Venetian beads in the 19th century), a conference offering an in-depth exploration of the 

historical and artistic evolution of glass bead-making, from antiquity to the present day. In Mestre, 

Biblioteca VEZ will present a special exhibition of glass beads curated by the International Beads 

Biennale Hiroshima, on view from 13th to 21st September. During the same period, Perle in vetrina 

will bring a diffused exhibition of artisan creativity to the heart of Mestre, with a series of shop 

windows in the town centre hosting bead-themed displays. 

Workshops dedicated to glass bead-making will also be held at Forte Marghera, Biblioteca VEZ 

Junior and Biblioteca Hugo Pratt on the Lido, with dates to be announced soon. 

The programme will also include numerous in-depth events organised by the Fondazione Musei 

Civici di Venezia together with the Comune di Venezia. On Monday 15th September, Biblioteca 

VEZ will host A Call to Say "Glass", a workshop dedicated to young artists and creatives exploring 

new design approaches in glass.  This will be followed in the afternoon by the conference Vetro e 
design. On Wednesday 17th September at 6pm, the Emeroteca dell’Arte in Mestre will present a talk 

with the winning artist of the Artefici del Nostro Tempo competition. On Thursday 18th September, 

the Scuola del Vetro Abate Zanetti on Murano will host VETRO: Ricerca e Futuro (GLASS: Research 
and Future), a morning of discussion followed by a series of activities at the Museo del Vetro di 

Murano. Throughout the week, the Abate Zanetti Glass School will offer hands-on workshops, 

inviting visitors to try their hand at creating their own beads or murrine—a rare opportunity to 

engage directly with traditional glassmaking techniques. 

On the island of San Giorgio Maggiore, the exhibition 1932–1942 Murano Glass and the Venice 
Biennale, curated by Marino Barovier, will remain open at LE STANZE DEL VETRO until 23rd 

November. This is the second chapter in the exhibition series dedicated to Murano glass at the 

prestigious Venetian event, focusing on the period between 1932—the year the Venice Pavilion was 

inaugurated—and 1942, the final Biennale before the interruption brought about by World War II. 

In addition, the Centro Studi del Vetro (Glass Study Centre) of the Fondazione Giorgio Cini’s Art 

History Institute will open its archives to the public, offering a unique opportunity to discover and 

appreciate the rich documentary heritage of glass art. Guided tours, available by appointment, will 

allow visitors to explore a vast collection of historical and contemporary materials, shedding light on 

Murano’s glassmaking tradition and its broader cultural context. 

Finally, from 16th to 18th September at Palazzo Franchetti, the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere 

ed Arti will host the Giornate di studio sul vetro veneziano (Venetian Glass Study Days)—a 

longstanding seminar series designed for glass experts from across Europe and the United States, 

including museum curators, scholars, collectors, restorers and glass artists. Open to registered 

participants only, this year’s edition will focus on Venetian Glass in France and England and its 
influence on their Glass Production. 

 

THE COMMITTEE FOR GLASS SCHOLARSHIPS 



 

 

Six distinguished institutions and organisations from the worlds of glass, culture and academia— 

Corning Museum of Glass, Fondazione Giorgio Cini and Pentagram Stiftung – LE STANZE DEL 

VETRO, Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Università Iuav di Venezia and Laguna~B—have signed an 

important agreement to create the international Committee for Glass Scholarships. The Committee’s 

mission is to advance interdisciplinary cooperation; increase the visibility of scholarships and grants 

for artists, scholars and students working in glass; and to promote exchange programmes that benefit 

artists, researchers, and students, particularly in Italy and the United States. The project will be 

officially presented during the festival. 

Full details about the festival will soon be available on the official website 

www.theveniceglassweek.com. The complete programme, in PDF format, will be published online 

in September. 15,000 copies of the festival’s official map, produced in collaboration with 

VeneziaNews, will be printed and distributed at the Information Points in Campo Santo Stefano 

(Venice) and Murano Colonna, as well as at participating venues and on the festival website. 

For updates, previews and special content, follow The Venice Glass Week’s social media channels on 

Facebook, X, Instagram, and YouTube. 

  

 

For further information: 

info@theveniceglassweek.com 

www.theveniceglassweek.com 
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